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heard that before in relation to the 
UK’s waste batteries and accumu-
lators’ regulations) and that the first 
legislation may be before parliament 
this summer – but will focus on 
establishing a legal framework for 
offences in relation to the EUBR in 
Northern Ireland.  We will, of course, 
keep members informed.

The implementation of EPR for pack-
aging continues to progress.  2025 - 
2026 was the first year for household 
waste charges and in 2026 – 2027 
the charges will be eco-modulat-
ed based on the assessments of 
packaging under the Recyclability 
Assessment Methodology (RAM).  
Add to those changes to resubmis-
sion deadlines and new reporting re-
quirements for self-managed waste, 
plastic and paper bags and nation 
of sale, and 2026 needs a continued 
focus on packaging and associated 
data.  As you would expect, there 
is more detail on these topics in this 
newsletter (see Member News) and 
additional support from ERP UK 
through our communications and our 
programme of workshops and we-
binars (see Events and workshops/ 
webinars section).

In relation to electricals, 2025 saw 
legislation change impacting sell-
ers of vapes and e-cigarettes and 
operators of online marketplaces 
(OMPs).  The latter is a long-await-
ed step to level the playing field 

Legislation changes seem likely to 
continue to dominate my newsletter 
introductions for 2026!

We are awaiting the release of the 
Circular Economy Growth Plan – 
mainly anticipating confirmation of 
plans for EPR for Textiles in the UK, 
but also some cross-cutting meas-
ures likely to be relevant to electri-
cals and batteries.  This newsletter 
contains more detail in industry 
news.

Defra have been undertaking initial 
stakeholder discussions around 
amending the battery regulations.  
The starting point for these has 
been adoption of the EU’s Battery 
Regulation (EUBR) – with the dis-
cussions seeking to identify what 
the implications of this approach 
might be from the perspectives of 
different stakeholders – producers, 
recyclers, compliance schemes 
etc.  This might seem an unusual 
approach post-Brexit, but the EUBR 
already applies to Northern Ireland 
as a result of the Windsor Frame-
work and in addition, the majority 
of producers will expect to sell their 
products across the EU and the UK 
markets.  As a result, minimising 
the differences in requirements and 
classifications for placing batter-
ies on the market makes practical 
sense.  We understand a consulta-
tion is planned later this year (though 
regular readers will know we have 

between products sold through 
UK retailers and those sold online 
through marketplaces.  ERP UK has 
been looking closely at the first data 
reports to include OMP volumes and 
our analysis and commentary is in 
the Compliance News section.

John Redmayne 
Managing Director, ERP UK 



15th January 2027

2025 B2B EEE: 1st Jan to 31st Dec.

15th April 2026

15th July 2026

15th October 2026

15th January 2027

Q1: B2C EEE: 1st Jan. to 31st March

Q2: B2C EEE: 1st April. to 30st June

Q3: B2C EEE: 1st July to 30th Sep.

Q4: B2C EEE: 1st Oct. to 31st Dec.
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2026 Reporting  – WEEE &  
Battery 
 
Please take note of the below reporting 
deadlines (on the chart) and add them 
to your calendars.

Top tips for data submissions:

Have submissions approved by a legal 
signatory of the company or delegated 
authority who has prior written consent 
for 2026. In Circul8, there are two op-
tions available:
        

1.	 Option 1 check the list of Author-
ised Signatories and ask for one 
of these Signatories to login to the 
online reporting portal and approve 
the declaration. Please contact your 
Account Manager to create a user 
account for Authorised Signatories.

2.	 Option 2 download an Excel Work-
book (provided within the system) 
and complete it with the data  
submitted into the portal.  
This Excel Workbook can then be 
sent to the Authorised Signatory 
to sign it off and the signed PDF 

document must then be uploaded 
into Circul8.

    
•	 Account for any significant fluctu-

ations in data by including a brief 
explanation within the data sub-
mission (if prompted). Please note 
that Circul8 will make comparisons 
against the data from the same 
period of the previous year and the 
previous quarter.

•	 Make sure your data is in line with 
the Environment Agency’s ‘placed 
on the market’ and deducting 
exported EEE guidance available 
online here and for EEE data and 
battery data here..

If you need any help with your data, 
please contact your Account Manager.

2026 Reporting - Packaging

It has been another busy start to the 
year for our packaging members, with 
Large Producers submitting H2 2025 
data, Small Producers submitting 
annual 2025 data and Small Producers 
confirming their 2026 registration de-
tails. The Compliance Team have been 
working hard to review all of the sub-
missions received in order to report the 
information to the Environment Agency 
by the legal deadline.

Take note of the eporting deadlines - 
which you can view at the top of the 
next page. Please add them to your 
calendars. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/report-the-amount-of-eee-you-place-on-the-market
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-batteries-and-accumulators-technical-guidance#definitions


26th February 2027

Small Producers

31st August 2026

31st August 2026

26th February 2027

26th February 2027

Large Producers

Large Producers

Large Producers

Small Producers

2027 Registration Details

H1 2026 Data

2027 Registration details
H2 2026 Data

2026 Data

Reporting/ Registration period Producer size Reporting Deadline
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Additional reporting for packag-
ing coming up

Self-Managed Waste

From the H1 2026 data submissions, 
due by the end of August 2026, report-
ing self-managed waste data will be 
mandatory for Large Producers.  Large 
Producers need to report the UK nation 
where packaging waste is collected 
from and the UK nation it is sent to for 
recycling.

There are two types for reporting

•	 Consumer waste – such as waste 
you collect through a front of store 
take-back scheme to offset your 
household packaging

•	 Organisation waste – such as 
‘backhauled’ waste

ERP UK have been encouraging Large 
Producer members to report self-man-
aged waste data prior to this data 
becoming mandatory.  However, if you 
have not yet been reporting self-man-
aged waste data and need some 
guidance, please contact your Account 
Manager.

Plastic and paper bags supplied in 
England

1st April 2027 is the first legal deadline 
where data for plastic and paper bags 
supplied in England during 2026 will be 
mandatory.

This data will have to be reported by 
Large Producers and Small Producers 
who are classed as a “Seller” under the 
EPR Packaging Regulations and who 
also supplies plastic or paper bags in 
England.

If this affects your organisation, please 
ensure that you are prepared for this 
upcoming annual reporting requirement.

Nation of Sale

From 1st January 2026, both small and 
large organisations (producers) will be 
required to collect Nation of Sale data 
in preparation for the first report, due by 
1st April 2027.

Who needs to report Nation of Sale 
data?

Both small and large producers who 

are classed as, Sellers, Distributors, 
Service providers, Online marketplaces, 
or Importers.

Why do I need to report Nation of 
Sale data?
Nation of sale data is necessary to 
allow each UK nation to set and track 
nation-level recycling targets.

Producers have a legal requirement to 
report and collect nation of sale data, 
following the removal of the regulatory 
position statement (RPS) 330 on the 
31st of December 2026

When do I need to collect and  
report?

Data collection activities should begin 
from 1st January 2026, in accordance 
with the Packaging regulations for the 
period 1 January to 31 December 2026

Data must be reported to the Environ-
ment Agency on or before 1 April 2027, 
therefore we are requesting members 
submit their full year Nation of sale data 
along with their H2 2026 packaging 
declarations in February 2027.

Should you have any questions about 
Nation of sale reporting, or your next 
submissions, please contact your 
Account Manager or the Data Services 
team at:  
ukdataservices@erp-recycling.org

For more information, please visit our 
Nation of Sale webpage

https://erp-recycling.org/uk/who-are-you/pepr-nation-of-sale/
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Circular Economy Growth Plan

The forthcoming Circular Economy 
Growth Plan for England heralds a 
move away from the traditional ‘take-
make-dispose’ model, towards a sys-
tem where materials are kept in circula-
tion at their highest value for as long as 
possible. What does this mean for you 
and your business?

Led by the independent Circular Econ-
omy Taskforce and chaired by Andrew 
Morlet, this strategy aims to embed cir-
cularity into UK industry. Expected to be 
published in spring 2026, the Circular 
Economy Growth Plan will focus on five 
priority sectors where the potential for 
circularity is greatest: Textiles, Transport, 
Construction,
Agri-food and Chemicals & Plastics.

At its core, the circular economy is 
about rethinking how we design, 
produce, and consume. Rather than 
products reaching the end of their life 
and being discarded, the circular model 

keeps materials and products in use 
through repair, reuse, refurbishment, 
and recycling.

What is going to change for people 
running businesses? The Growth Plan 
will accelerate regulatory pressure on 
companies to adopt circular practices. 
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) 
is already expanding, requiring compa-
nies to take greater responsibility for the 
entire lifecycle of their products. This 
includes WEEE, batteries and packag-
ing compliance.

Those who get ahead of these chang-
es will find competitive advantages. 
Early adopters can turn compliance 
obligations into strategic opportunities 
by conducting waste audits, rethinking 
packaging strategies and designing 
products for durability and repair. Some 
are even exploring product-as-a-service 
models, where leasing rather than sell-
ing creates incentives for longevity.

The message is clear: you can’t man-

age what you don’t measure. Under-
standing your waste streams, engaging 
with your supply chain and preparing for 
intensified regulations will be essential.

What happens next? It’s expected that 
the Circular Economy Growth Plan will 
shape UK business for years to come. 
Whether you’re already thinking about 
circularity or just starting to consider 
what it means for your operations, now 
is the time to act.

In our explanatory blog, you can ac-
cess a circular economy ‘cheat sheet’ 
outlining quick wins for your business. 
From switching to packaging materials 
with higher recycled content to im-
plementing repair services, these are 
practical steps you can take today.

Contact our team to discuss how we 
can support your transition to circularity. 
Our expertise in WEEE, battery and 
packaging compliance means we’re 
perfectly placed to help you navigate 
these changes and turn regulatory re-
quirements into business opportunities.

https://erp-recycling.org/uk/news-and-events/2026/02/the-circular-economy-growth-plan/
https://erp-recycling.org/uk/contact/
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WEEE targets for 2026:  
Finding the balance

2026 WEEE targets are under consider-
ation now. What are the implications for 
B2C WEEE producers?

As we move through 2026, Defra’s 
annual target-setting process for Waste 
Electrical and Electronic Equipment 
(WEEE) is underway. The department 
is currently reviewing the collection tar-
gets for 2026, determining how much 
electronic waste must be collected and 
recycled across the UK.

For producers, understanding how 
these targets are set directly affects 
your compliance costs and budget 
planning for the year ahead.

The consultation period is brief. But 
the implications extend throughout 
the entire year. Stakeholders including 
compliance schemes like ERP UK are 
working closely with Defra, to ensure 
these targets are set based on the best 
available data and rationale.

The challenge Defra faces is finding 
what we call the ‘Goldilocks Zone’ 
(setting targets that are neither too high 
nor too low, but just right). Get it wrong, 
and the financial consequences ripple 
through the entire system.

When collection volumes exceed 
obligated levels, some compliance 
schemes may fund WEEE beyond their 
share. Conversely, where obligations 
exceed available collections, producers 

may incur costs for tonnage that is not 
collected.

Neither scenario is ideal, which is 
why Defra’s approach requires careful 
calibration based on data confidence, 
trend analysis, and genuine market 
awareness.

What goes into setting effective 
WEEE targets?

Data confidence and trend analysis 
- Defra examines historical collection 
patterns and market shifts.
    
Stakeholder engagement – A brief 2–3-
week consultation with industry experts 
like ERP UK inform the final targets
For producers, the message is clear: 
engage with the consultation process 
and work with experienced compliance 
partners who understand these mech-
anisms. The targets set for 2026 will 
determine your compliance costs and 
obligations, so understanding the ration-
ale behind them gives you a strategic 
advantage.

At ERP UK, we’re actively involved in 
Defra’s consultation process, bringing 
our expertise to help shape targets 
that work for the entire system; from 
producers to local authorities to the 
environment itself.

Want to understand the full picture? 
Read our complete analysis of Defra’s 
target-setting process and what it 
means for your compliance planning on 
our news page.

https://erp-recycling.org/uk/what-we-cover/services/epr/epr-for-textiles/
https://erp-recycling.org/uk/news-and-events/2026/02/defras-weee-targets-for-2026/
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What does the future hold for 
textile circularity?

In 10 years’ time, it’s hoped the problem 
of mountains of post-consumer textile 
waste will have been addressed, with 
established streams for re-use, resale 
and recycling embedded into everyday 
life. 

The fashion industry is changing
Around the world, legislation is pushing 
textile producers to cut waste and build 
circularity into their operations. The EU 
is leading the charge with comprehen-
sive regulations coming into force by 
2028/29, while US states like California 
and New York are introducing their own 
frameworks.

In the UK, the Government hasn’t 
yet legislated for Extended Producer 
Responsibility for textiles (tEPR). But the 
mood music signals it’s coming with 
textiles one of the focus topics in the 
Circular Economy Growth Plan.

So, what might a mature UK textile 
circularity system look like by 2036?

In a recent blog, we envisaged the UK’s 
textile waste management landscape 
ten years from now, with separate textile 
collections standard nationwide. In this 
imagined scenario, retailers, local au-
thorities, charity shops and compliance 
schemes work together to achieve cap-
ture rates of 80% or higher. The days 
when nearly half of the UK’s 1.4 million 
tonnes of annual post-consumer textiles 
ended up in general waste would, we 
hope, be long gone.

To manage the increased volumes, 
we’d need automated sorting facilities 
using AI to separate textiles by fibre 
type and condition. Chemical recycling 
technologies would handle complex 
mixed-fibre garments that mechanical 
recycling can’t process, turning yes-
terday’s polyester-cotton blend into 
tomorrow’s raw materials.

The infrastructure changes would need 
to be matched by economic incentives. 
Producer fees could reward circular 
design, with more easily recycled items 
attracting lower charges while items that 
are hard to recycle would pay a premi-
um. This economic signal would push 
brands to develop products that last 
longer and recycle better.

Perhaps the biggest shift would be 
in business models. Fashion rental 
and resale would no longer be niche. 
Brand-managed repair programmes 
would extend product life, while take-
back schemes could become profitable 

revenue streams rather than compliance 
obligations. Digital product passports 
(DPPs) using RFID tags or QR codes 
would provide detailed lifecycle infor-
mation, optimising supply chains and 
enabling data-driven decisions.

We have a long way to go before any of 
this becomes everyday reality. However, 
getting ready for tEPR doesn’t mean 
waiting for legislation. Smart businesses 
are already gathering product compo-
sition data from suppliers, designing 
for end-of-life recovery, and monitoring 
how EU schemes develop.

ERP UK brings valuable UK experience 
to this emerging field and our parent 
company, Landbell Group, has been 
active in textiles EPR for several years. 
Landbell operate several schemes in 
Europe and were recently appointed 
by CalRecycle to serve as the PRO for 
textiles in California.

Want to know more? 

Read our full article exploring the reg-
ulatory landscape, compliance require-
ments, and practical steps your textiles 
business can take today. 

Textiles webpage

We also have a recently setup textiles 
webpage which you can visit by clicking 
on this link. 

https://erp-recycling.org/uk/news-and-events/2026/03/what-does-the-future-hold-for-textile-circularity/
https://erp-recycling.org/uk/news-and-events/2026/03/what-does-the-future-hold-for-textile-circularity/


Category

2025
UK B2C EEE 
placed on the 

UK Market 
(tonnes) - Excluding

OMP EEE
data

Variance
(2025 vs 

2024)
% Variance

1

2

3

4

5

6

Large Household Appliances

Cooling Appliances 

Display Equipment

Cats 2-10 Small Mixed WEEE

Gas Discharge Lamps

Vapes & E-Cigarettes

605,369

242,089

84,469

540,937

4,094

188,873

1,138

14,890

20,081

-1,901

-393

7,868

30,125

1,138

3%

9%

-2%

1%

-9%

19%

100%

2024
UK B2C

EEE placed
on the UK 

Market (tonnes)

1,330

788

1,134

51,741

654

134

0

606,699

242,877

85,603

4,748

592,677

189,007

1,138

2025
UK B2C EEE 
placed on the 

UK Market 
(tonnes) - Including

OMP EEE
data

Total 1,666,968 71,808 5% 55,781 1,722,750

7

Photovoltaic Panels
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WEEE Compliance 

WEEE update – Environment Agency 
2025 data

Volumes of EEE placed on the UK 
market (POM)

The Environment Agency published 
the Q4 2025 UK national WEEE data 
reports on 1st March 2026.
With revised WEEE Regulations coming 
into force on 12 August 2025 (see 
WEEE Regulations 2025 Amendment 
news article) the figures include, for the 
first time:

1.	 Volumes of EEE reported by online 
marketplaces (OMPs) for non-UK 
sellers on their platform; and 

2.	 A separate figure for the new  
Category 15 – Vapes & E-cigarettes 
(prior to 12 August 2025 volumes 
were reported as part of Category 
7).

As a result, data comparisons to previ-
ous years are impacted by these newly 
reported volumes.  To provide anal-
ysis on a like-for-like basis ERP have 
removed the OMP volumes from the 
EEE POM analysis below and provided 
a separate table and analysis.  

2025 total EEE - excluding OMP data

According to the data, the volume of 
EEE placed on the UK market (POM) 
in 2025 increased by nearly 72,000 
tonnes compared to 2024. When 
comparing 2025 total EEE POM 
volumes against last year (2024), we 

can see that there was an increase 
across all streams, apart from Display 
Equipment (Category 11) and Gas 
Discharge Lamps (Category 13). The 
largest increases were in Photovoltaic 
Panels (Category 14), which increased 
by 30,000 tonnes (19%) and Cooling 
Appliances (Category 12) which 
increased by 20,000 tonnes (9%). 
Overall, the was an 5% increase on 
2024 volumes.

https://erp-recycling.org/uk/what-we-cover/streams/weee/
https://erp-recycling.org/uk/news-and-events/2025/08/weee-regulations-2025-amendment/
https://erp-recycling.org/uk/news-and-events/2025/08/weee-regulations-2025-amendment/


Category

Q2 2025
UK B2C

EEE placed
on the UK 

Market (tonnes)

Variance
(Q2 2025 vs 

Q2 2024)
% Variance

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

Large Household Appliances

Small Household Appliances

IT and Telcomms Equipment

Consumer Equipment

Lighting Equipment

Electrical and Electronic Tools

Toys Leisure and Sports

Medical Devices

Monitor and Control Instruments

Automatic Dispensers 

Display Equipment

Cooling Appliances

Gas Discharge Lamps/ LED

PV Panels

Total

606,699

222,161

66,208

33,455

76,351

90,030

74,136

3,632

26,284

420

85,603

242,877

4,748

189,007

1,722,750

1,330

16,417

6,931

9,024

2,602

4,968

9,748

98

1,881

73

1,134

788

654

134

55,781

0%

7%

10%

8%

12%

6%

13%

3%

7%

17%

1%

0%

14%

0%

3.2%

15 Vapes & E-cigarettes 1,138 0 0%
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2025 total EEE – impact of OMP 
data

Whilst the 55,781 tonnes of EEE 
reported by OMPs add only 3.2% to 
total UK EEE, as had been expected, 
they are particularly concentrated in 
certain categories.   The table below 
shows the additional volumes reported 
by OMPs (part-year) by category and as 
a % of the non-OMP volume (which is 
for the full year).  The largest increases 
in volume are seen in small household 
appliances, lighting equipment and 
toys, leisure and sports.  In percentage 
terms, automatic dispensers and lamps 
also show significant proportions.

The chart below shows both the 2025 
total EEE POM data, excluding and 
including the OMPs EEE POM data 
(in red).

Volumes of WEEE collected

2025 Q4 WEEE

As the table at the top of the next page 
demonstrates, the overall WEEE col-
lected tonnage in Q4 2025 increased 
on that collected in Q4 2024, with over 
3,500 tonnes uplift.

WEEE collection volumes in Q4 2025 
showed a 3% increase when com-
pared to the same period last year. 
Some categories demonstrated growth, 
particularly Large Household Appliances 
(Category 1) which saw an increase of 
6%, Cats 2-10 Small Mixed WEEE col-
lections increased by 3%, and Photo-
voltaic Panels (Category 14), which saw 

a huge 469% increase compared to the 
same period last year.

Cooling Appliances Containing Refriger-
ants (Category 12) decreased, albeit by 
86 tonnes, Display Equipment (Cate-
gory 11) decreased by 3%, whilst Gas 
Discharge Lamps (Category 13) saw a 
significant decrease (15%).



Category
Q4 2025

UK B2C WEEE 
collected
(tonnes)

Variance
(Q4 2025

vs
Q4 2024)

% Variance

1

2

3

4

5

6

Large Household Appliances

Cooling Appliances 

Display Equipment

Cats 2-10 Small Mixed WEEE

Gas Discharge Lamps

Vapes & E-Cigarettes

45,802

33,307

11,115

32,328

972

727

0

2,615

-86

-335

-178

926

599

0

6%

0%

-3%

3%

-15%

469%

0

Total 124,250 3,543 3%

7

Photovoltaic Panels

Category
Q4 2025

UK B2C WEEE 
collected
(tonnes)

Variance
(Q4 2025

vs
Q4 2024)

% Variance

1

2

3

4

5

6

Large Household Appliances

Cooling Appliances (Refrig.) 

Display Equipment

Cats 2-10 Small Mixed WEEE

Gas Discharge Lamps/ LED

Vapes & E-Cigarettes

175,200

142,090

46,265

140,825

3,450

1,670

0

7,884

4,052

-842

-605

1,517

1,242

0

5%

3%

-2%

1%

-15%

290%

0

Total 509,501 13,248 3%

7

Photovoltaic Panels
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2025 total WEEE

When comparing total 2025 collection 
volumes against total volumes of WEEE 
collected last year (2024) we can see 
that there was an increase of WEEE 
collections across all streams, apart 
from Display Equipment (Category 11) 
and Gas Discharge Lamps (Category 
13).

Overall, there was a 3% increase on 
2024 collection volumes. Large House-
hold Appliances (Category 1), Cooling 
Appliances Containing Refrigerants 
(Category 12), Small Mixed WEEE (Cat-
egories 2-10) and especially Photovol-
taic Panels (Category 14) had significant 
increases from last year; Photovoltaic 
Panels (Category 14) grew by 290% 
(over 1,240 tonnes).

Overall, the total WEEE collection 
volumes appear to be increasing 
compared to recent years; 2025 WEEE 
collection volumes are the highest since 
2017.



Category
Q4 2025

UK B2C WEEE 
collected
(tonnes)

2025
DEFRA
targets

Progress to
targets %

1

2

3

4

5

6

Large Household Appliances

Cooling Appliances (Refrig.) 

Display Equipment

Cats 2-10 Small Mixed WEEE

Gas Discharge Lamps/ LED

Vapes & E-Cigarettes

175,200

142,090

46,265

140,825

3,450

1,670

0

172,384

141,068

51,631

4,066

147,617

519

0

102%

101%

90%

95%

85%

322%

0

Total 509,501 517,285 98%

7

Photovoltaic Panels
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Results for 2025 compliance

Throughout 2025, WEEE collection 
volumes have shown that some 
categories were falling short of the 
2025 collections targets, including 
Display Equipment (Category 11), Small 
Mixed WEEE (Categories 2-10) and 
Gas Discharge Lamps & LED Light 
Sources (Category 13). The Q4 2025 
volumes have now confirmed that these 
streams have not met the 2025 targets.

Large Household Appliances (Category 
1), Cooling Appliances (Category 12), 
and especially Photovoltaic Panels 
(Category 14) have all achieved the 

2025 targets by some margin.
Collection targets for 2026

Against this background, Defra have 
shared their proposed collection targets 
for 2026 with stakeholders for a short 
consultation.

Targets are set for each stream of 
WEEE to try and anticipate the amount 
of WEEE likely to arise during the 
compliance year and which will be 
funded by producers through their 
membership of a compliance scheme. 
As with setting recent collection targets, 
Defra’s approach to setting the 2026 
targets was to use the growth rate in 

WEEE collections over a 3-year period 
(an average of the growth rate between 
2022/23 and 2024/25). Variations to 
this growth rate were then made for 
individual streams based on specific 
considerations and data.

ERP UK prepared its own analysis and 
made a detailed response to the con-
sultation.  We consider that the addi-
tional increases above the growth rate 
proposed for both Cooling Appliances 
(Category 12) and Photovoltaic Panels 
(Category 14) targets were too ambi-
tious, even though the 2025 collection 
volumes for these streams were in 
surplus of their 2025 targets.

The 2026 collection targets will also 
include a target for the new category 
15 (Vapes & E-Cigarettes) for the first 
time. ERP UK appreciates that setting 
a target for a new category with very 
limited historical data is hard, but the 
proposed approach (which applied the 
average return rate for all categories of 
small mixed WEEE to vapes) resulted 
in a target we consider to be too high 
based on data sets that are available.

Final targets will be confirmed by 
DEFRA by the end of March. We will 
receive our scheme targets for 2026 
from the Environment Agency in early 
April based on the 2025 POM market 
share of our 2026 members in each 
category. Invoices for Q2 and onwards 
will be based on these.

*Category 15 Vapes & E-Cigarette WEEE evidence will not be issued by AATFs  until 12 August 2026



Variance (%)

Lead Acid

NiCd

Others

398 427

28 23

15,485 17,432

Portable Batteries Placed On The Market (POM)

7%

-15%

13%

TOTAL 15,911 17,822 12%

Q3 2024
(tonnes)

Q3 2025
(tonnes)

Variance (%)

Lead Acid

NiCd

Others

374 419

35 25

9,710 10,766

Portable Batteries Placed On The Market

12%

-30%

11%

TOTAL 10,120 11,210 11%

Q3 2024
(tonnes)

Q3 2025
(tonnes)

Variance (%)

Lead Acid

NiCd

Others

1,594 1,011

89 212

1,126 1,925

Waste Portable Batteries collected

-37%

139%

71%

TOTAL 2,808 3,148 12%

Q4 2024
(tonnes)

Q4 2025
(tonnes)

Variance (%)

Lead Acid

NiCd

Others

12,202 10,132

477 789

6,045 9,279

Waste Portable Batteries collected

-17%

65%

54%

TOTAL 18,725 20,200 8%

2024
(tonnes)

2025
(tonnes)

13 | Compliance data 

The Circular from ERP |  Q1 2026

Battery update  

Portable batteries – the latest data 

The Environment Agency published the 
Q4 2025 UK Battery data on February 
27th, 2026, showing continued growth 
in the portable batteries sector.

Volumes of Portable Batteries placed 
on the market (POM) 

The volume of portable batteries placed 
on the UK market in Q4 2025 increased 
by nearly 2,000 tonnes (12%) com-
pared to Q4 2024. POM tonnages in 
quarter 4 had been steadily decreasing 
since 2020, but the total Q4 2025 
POM volumes are the highest Q4 POM 
volumes on record. 

Looking at the annual totals, there was 
a significant (8%) increase between total 
2025 POM vs 2024 POM, by nearly 
3,600 tonnes which is very similar to 
the increase in 2024 vs 2023. This 
was mainly due to a notable increase in 
‘Others’ batteries.

Battery POM totals had been in decline 
since 2021, but the increases in 2024 
and 2025, means 2025 is the highest 
annual total POM tonnage on record.

Volumes of waste portable batteries 
collected

The Q4 2025 collection data shows a 
significant increase from this time last 
year (Q4 2024), mainly due to a large 
increase in ‘Other’ collections (71%). 
Worth noting there was a fairly signif-
icant decrease in lead acid portable 
batteries collected (-37%).

Overall, Q4 2025 was the 2nd lowest 
total Q4 collection volume since Q4 
2015.

Looking at the annual totals, there was 
an increase (8%) in the total waste bat-
teries collected in 2025 compared with 
last year, mainly due to the increase in 
‘Others’ waste batteries (54%) as noted 
above, Lead Acid portable battery 

collections declined from 2024, down 
by 17%.

Outlook for the compliance year

Based on Q4 2025 data, the UK 
portable battery collection rate stands 
at 45.11%, achieving 100.25% of the 
2025 target rate of 45%, and there-
fore, confirming that the UK will have 
achieved the annual 45% collection 
target in 2025.



75%

Category of packaging waste 2025

Paper, board or fibre

Glass

Aluminium

Steel

Plastic

2026 2027 2028 2029

Wood

74%

61%

80%

55%

45%

77%

76%

62%

81%

57%

46%

79%

78%

63%

82%

59%

47%

81%

80%

64%

83%

61%

48%

83%

82%

65%

84%

63%

49%

2030

85%

85%

67%

85%

65%

50%

Supply levels

Demand/ Obligations

Pricing

Forecast summaryArea

Likely tighter due to exporter delays + limited carry‑in for glass.

Increasing across most materials due to rising UK targets.

High volatility expected; glass and plastics under most pressure.
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Packaging Compliance

As we come to the end of the first 
quarter of 2026, we are only just start-
ing to see true visibility of the UK PRN 
market due to some key changes with 
reprocessor and exporter accreditations 
which were introduced for 2026.

One of the most significant changes for 
2026 is the introduction of new rules 
around export PRNs. From this year, 

export PRNs can only be reported 
once the material has reached its final 
reprocessor overseas, rather than at 
the point of shipment. In practice, this 
introduces a time lag into the reporting 
system, with delays varying depending 
on whether material is shipped into 
Europe or via deep-sea routes further 
afield. As a result, PRNs that would 
previously have been available earlier in 
the year may now be recorded weeks 
or months later, reducing the volume 
of PRNs available to meet obligations 
in the early part of 2026. Furthermore, 
some processors have not yet received 
their accreditations due to the workload 

the process has placed on the Environ-
ment Agency.

At the same time, packaging recycling 
targets have increase by 1-2% across 
all materials. This directly increases 
overall PRN demand at a point when 
the timing of PRN availability is becom-
ing less predictable under the new 
export reporting rules, increasing the 
risk of short-term imbalances between 
supply and obligation.

At the same time, packaging recycling 
targets have increase by 1-2% across 
all materials. This directly increases 
overall PRN demand at a point when 
the timing of PRN availability is becom-
ing less predictable under the new 
export reporting rules, increasing the 
risk of short-term imbalances between 
supply and obligation.

The following table shows the UK 
targets from 2025 to 2030:

In terms of demand for PRNs in 2026, 
this is also impacted by the placed-on 
market data by all producers for 2025, 

which is reported in October 2025 and 
March 2026 (H1 and H2).

The table below shows a year-on-year 
comparison for the POM using esti-
mated H2 data calculated by taking H1 
2025 x 2 for the purpose of presenting 
a 2025 year:

Following on from the publication of the 
update H1 2025, we can see the POM 
volumes look consistent to 2024, there-
fore the key difference in obligation and 
therefore PRNs is the increase in target 
for each of the materials.

Outlook for the compliance year - 
expected PRN trends
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Data Services

Plastic Packaging Tax (PPT)

The government have announced 
that the rate of PPT will increase in line 
with the Consumer Price Index (CPI). 
The rate will increase from £223.69 
per tonne to £228.82 per tonne from 
1st April 2026 and will apply to plastic 
packaging containing less than 30% 
recycled plastic that is manufactured in 
and imported into the UK.

PPT is reported quarterly, and business-
es should also carry out their own due 
diligence checks in respect of Plastic 
Packaging Tax if you either manufac-
ture plastic packaging components or 
import plastic packaging components.

If you have any questions about the 
plastic packaging tax, and how it will 
affect your company, please contact 
your EPR Account Manager or the Data 
Services team at:  
ukdataservices@erp-recycling.org
For the latest HMRC guidance on the 

tax please visit their website here.

PPT Mass Balancing of Chemically 
Recycled Plastic  

The government has now confirmed 
that a mass balance approach for 
chemically recycled plastic for the pur-
poses of the Plastic Packaging Tax will 
be accepted, and it intends to imple-
ment this change from April 2027. From 
the same date, pre-consumer waste 
will no longer be accepted as a source 
of recycled plastic for the purposes of 
PPT.

Provision for these changes will be leg-
islated for in Finance Bill 2025-26. 

Mechanical Recycling and  
Mandatory Certification 

As also announced at Budget 2025, 
the government will be launching a 
consultation in early 2026 to seek views 
on the potential introduction of manda-
tory certification for businesses claiming 
relief from PPT on the basis that their 
plastic packaging contains at least 30% 

mechanically recycled plastic, following 
compliance concerns raised by busi-
nesses. 

This consultation will explore the risks 
and issues with the verification of 
mechanically recycled plastic and invite 
views on the whether to introduce 
mandatory certification and the potential 
impacts on businesses.

PPT Due diligence checks

Liable businesses should carry out 
due diligence checks to establish the 
integrity of the suppliers and customers 
in your supply chain.
You should carry out these checks at 
least every 12 months. If you become 
aware of any changes within the 12 
months, you must decide if more due 
diligence checks are required.

It is recommended that due diligence 
checks include (but not limited to) 
weighing and weight verification checks, 
which should be carried out to verify the 
weight data held on record and being 
used to form part of the tax returns. Full 
details of HMRC’s guidelines can be 
found here

For any of your UK Suppliers, it is rec-
ommended that you are ensuring that 
your suppliers are paying Plastic Pack-
aging Tax where it is due, with the idea 
of ‘secondary liability’ being available 
in Plastic Packaging Tax legislation that 
can follow your supply chain. Visit the
government website here

*Please speak to your Data Services 
Account Manager to see how ERP can 
help.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/introduction-of-plastic-packaging-tax/plastic-packaging-tax
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-make-due-diligence-checks-for-plastic-packaging-tax
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/secondary-liability-and-assessment-notices-and-joint-and-several-liability-notices-for-plastic-packaging-tax
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PackUK’s Operational Plan for 
2026-2027 

The Operational Plan shows Pack-
UK’s commitment to strengthening the 
scheme’s foundations while delivering 
tangible environmental outcomes. For 
producers, this means more robust sys-
tems, clearer guidance and enhanced 
support mechanisms.

PackUK has published its Operational 
Plan for 2026-2027, setting out the 
framework for the scheme’s second 
year. With £1.56 billion in fees at stake, 
getting your compliance right matters 
more than ever.

The plan introduces a fully embedded 
eco-modulation system that will directly 
impact what you pay. Your packaging 
will be assessed and placed into one of 
three categories:

•	 Green rates for the most recyclable 
packaging (lowest fees)

•	 Amber rates for moderately recycla-
ble packaging (mid-tier fees)

•	 Red rates for the least recyclable 
packaging (highest fees)

Here are some critical dates for your 
diary:

•	 1st October 2026: Submit H1 
2026 packaging data

•	 1st April 2027: Submit H2 2026 
packaging data (must include man-
datory RAM assessments)

•	 November 2026: First recalculation 
of producer obligations

•	 1st May 2026: Data stability cut-off 
for local authority data

•	 1st October 2026: Producer resub-
missions to lower obligations won’t 
be processed after this point

What this means for packaging 
producers:

The H2 2026 submission marks a 
significant shift. You’ll need to include 

Recyclability Assessment Methodology 
(RAM) data, which determines your 
eco-modulation category and ultimately 
your fees.
PackUK is clear that accurate, timely 
data submission is non-negotiable. 
Inaccuracies lead to compliance risks, 
penalties and reputational damage. The 
scheme administrator will use robust 
validation protocols and work with 
environmental regulators to enforce 
compliance.

A Producer Responsibility Organisation 
(PRO) will be appointed by March 2026 
to handle communications and meth-
odology development, giving producers 
stronger representation in scheme 
governance.

In terms of the actions you should 
take now, we recommend you review 
your packaging portfolio against the 
eco-modulation criteria. Improving 
recyclability is good for the environment, 
and it will directly reduce your EPR 
costs. You should also get your data 
management systems ready for the 
mandatory RAM assessments coming 
in April 2027.

Need help navigating the new re-
quirements? 

Our compliance team can guide you 
through the changes and ensure you’re 
ready for every deadline.

Contact us here.
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/packuk-operational-plan/packuk-operational-plan-2026-to-2027
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/packuk-operational-plan/packuk-operational-plan-2026-to-2027
https://erp-recycling.org/uk/contact/
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How long have you been with 
ERP UK? 
I joined ERP UK in January, and it’s 
been a very positive start. I’ve 
already had the opportunity to 
engage with teams across the busi-
ness.
 
Tell us about your experience 
before joining the ERP team?
Before joining, I worked in similar 
roles supporting the operation of 
a Producer Compliance Scheme. 
My experience includes arranging 
collections for evidence banks, AATF 
and supply chain management, local 
authority engagement, bids and 
tenders, and onboarding producers 
to help grow a scheme.

What does a typical day look 
like for you? 
My day involves managing tasks, 
responding to queries and new busi-
ness enquiries, delivering proposals, 

and collaborating with colleagues to 
maintain momentum. A key focus 
is building a strong pipeline aligned 
with company strategy to increase 
new business success. I also ensure 
CRM data is accurate and up to 
date, and prioritise urgent requests. 
In addition, I attend events, network 
and arrange visits to meet customers 
face-to-face to help promote our 
compliance offering.

What motivates you in your 
role? 
I’m motivated by seeing the impact 
of my work and contributing to 
the team’s success. I enjoy prob-
lem-solving, improving efficiency, 
and developing new skills. Teamwork 
is also key. I believe you’re only as 
strong as the people around you.

What do you enjoy doing out-
side work?
I enjoy staying active through the 
gym, running, and walking, and 
spending time with my family, in-
cluding my rescue dog, Norman. I’m 
also passionate about music, from 
listening to vinyl to playing guitar.

Your favourite music band(s)?
II’d say my taste is eclectic and 
mood-dependent, but recently I’ve 
been listening to Queens of the 
Stone Age, Pink Floyd, Billy Bragg, 
Fontaines D.C., Bon Iver, and Etta 
James.

Favourite holiday destinations? 
The Lake District.

https://erp-recycling.org/uk/whats-up/workshops-webinars/
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Events

Awards for Excellence | Date: 13 May 
2026 | Venue: The Grosvenor, London

Description: ERP UK is proud to 
sponsor the Awards for Excellence in 
Recycling & Waste Management, the 
most prestigious event in the environ-
mental calendar. This annual celebration 
recognises the organisations and indi-
viduals driving innovation and progress 
across the UK’s recycling, reuse and 
waste reduction sectors.

Event: link

National Letsrecycle Conference |
Date: 4 June 2026 | Venue: The  
Landmark Hotel, London

Description: The National Letsrecycle 
Conference is a must-attend event for 
anyone focused on the future of UK 
waste management and recycling.

ERP UK will be participating in discus-
sions on Extended Producer Responsi-
bility, takeback and the circular econ-
omy, three areas where our expertise 

helps businesses navigate complexity 
with confidence. This one-day con-
ference provides a valuable platform 
to explore regulatory developments, 
share best practices and connect with 
industry peers.

Our team will be available to discuss 
how our comprehensive compliance 
services support organisations in 
meeting their EPR obligations whilst 
contributing to meaningful environmen-
tal impact. Contact us to arrange a 
conversation at the event.

Event: link

2025 Workshops and Webinars

Our workshops provide detailed 
training for our members about the  
Regulations and how to apply them  
in your business.

May 2026

WEEE Regulations – Producer Ob-
ligations (including Producer defini-
tion, Small/Large Producers, B2C/
B2B/Dual use/Take Back/Product 
Marking & Information Requirements) 
| Date: 14th May 2026 | Time: 11am – 
12:30pm | Venue: Online

Register here

Battery Regulations – Producer Ob-
ligations (including Producer defini-
tion, Small/Large Producers, Marking 
requirements) | Date: 14th May 2026 
| Time: 1:30pm – 2:30pm | Venue: 
Online

Register here

Visit our webinars & workshops web-
page to register and book your seat 
today - click here

https://www.letsrecycle.com/event/awards-for-excellence-in-recycling-and-waste-management-2026/
https://www.letsrecycle.com/event/national-letsrecycle-conference/
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/4f83cbdd-676c-4f27-a4bc-405651461e10@4746ee02-5586-473e-bb09-3981e07c2b79
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/58e47639-4aea-4b97-b3bc-7efef26bf394@4746ee02-5586-473e-bb09-3981e07c2b79
https://erp-recycling.org/uk/whats-up/workshops-webinars/


AATF Approved Authorised Treatment Facility 

(for WEEE)  

ABE Approved Battery Exporter 

ABTO Approved Battery Treatment Operator 

AE Accredited Exporter (for Packaging)

AR Accredited Reprocessor (for Packaging)

ATF Authorised Treatment Facility (for WEEE)

BFR Brominated Flame Retardants

CA site Civic Amenity (see also HWRC)

CIO Consumer Information Obligation (for 

Packaging) 

CIWM Chartered Institution of Wastes 

Management

CSR Corporate Social Responsibility

DCF Designated Collection Facility (for WEEE)

DEFRA Department for Environment, Food 

and Rural Affairs 

DRS Deposit Return Scheme

DOENI Department for the Environment 

Northern Ireland 

DTS Distributor Takeback Scheme 

(for WEEE)

EA Environment Agency (see also SEPA, NRW 

and NIEA) 

EEA European Environment Agency

EFW Energy from Waste

ELV End of Life Vehicles 

EMS Environmental Management System

EPR Extended Producer Responsibility

ESA Environmental Services Association

HDPE High Density Polyethylene

HWRC Household Waste Recycling Centre

LA Local Authority

LARAC Local Authority Recycling Advisory 

Committee 

MRF Materials Recovery Facility

MSW Municipal Solid Waste

NIEA Northern Ireland Environment Agency

NPWD National Packaging Waste Database 

(Batteries & Packaging)

NRW Natural Resources Wales

ODS Ozone Depleting Substance 

PCB Polychlorinated Biphenyl

PCB Printed Circuit Board

PERN Packaging Waste Export Recovery Note

PP Polypropylene

PPT Plastic Packaging Tax

PRN Packaging Waste Recovery Note

PRO Producer Responsibility Organisation

PS Polystyrene

PVC Polyvinyl chloride

RCV Refuse Collection Vehicle

ROHS Restriction Of Hazardous Substances 

(in EEE) 

SEPA Scottish Environment Protection Agency 

WAC Waste Acceptance Criteria

WBA Waste Batteries and Accumulators

WCA Waste Collection Authority

WDA Waste Disposal Authority

WEEE Waste Electrical and Electronic Equip-

ment 

WFD Waste Framework Directive 

WRAP Waste and Resources Action Pro-

gramme

WBA Regulations means The Waste Batteries and Accumulators Regulations 2009 (SI 2009/890); 

WEEE Regulations means the Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment Regulations 2013 (SI 2013/3113); and 

Packaging Regulations means The Producer Responsibility Obligations (Packaging Waste) Regulations 2017 (SI 2007/871)
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Please get in touch – we’d love to hear from you! 

For general enquiries: 
Phone: +44 203 142 6452 
Email: uk@erp-recycling.org

For our WEEE, Batteries and Packaging Compliance Schemes:
Phone: +44 844 2480672 
Email: ukcompliance@erp-recycling.org

For Data Services:
Phone: +44 844 2480672 
Email: ukdataservices@erp-recycling.org 

For International Compliance:
Contact: Rupert Foxall, EU Services Manager Call: +44 (0) 7825 119437
Email: rupert.foxall@erp-recycling.org 

Our services
WEEE Compliance: 
Simplifying the recycling of waste electrical and electronic equipment  
Visit our webpage here

Batteries Compliance: 
Simplifying the recycling of portable batteries 
Visit our webpage here

Packaging Compliance: 
Simplifying the recycling of packaging 
Visit our webpage here

Data Services: 
Simplifying your data and submissions 
Visit our webpage here

Small Producer (pEPR) 
ERP UK is an expert in Extended Producer Responsibility
Visit our webpage here

20 | Get in touch
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https://erp-recycling.org/uk/weee/
https://erp-recycling.org/uk/batteries/
https://erp-recycling.org/uk/packaging/
https://erp-recycling.org/uk/data-services/
https://erp-recycling.org/uk/who-are-you/p-epr-small-producers/
https://erp-recycling.org/uk/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/erp-uk-ltd/posts/?feedView=all
https://erp-recycling.org/uk/whats-up/newsletters/


Registered Office: ERP UK Ltd, 
Barley Mow Centre, 10 Barley Mow Passage, 

Chiswick, London, W4 4PH
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